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Wednesday, May 31, 2023 

Transmitted via electronic mail 

Davie Gilmour, PhD, Chair 

Middle States Commission on Higher Education 

1007 North Orange Street 

4th Floor, MB #166 

Wilmington, DE 19801 

Dear Dr. Gilmour: 

I am writing to inform you of my decision on the renewal of recognition and request for change 

of scope of the Middle States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE). U.S. Department of 

Education (Department) staff and the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and 

Integrity (NACIQI) have each made recommendations to me. These recommendations were 

made under sections 114 and 496 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, and 

pursuant to relevant statutory and regulatory provisions. 

Area of Noncompliance 

Department staff recommended findings of noncompliance for the following criterion, and 

recommended the actions necessary to achieve compliance: 

• 34 C.F.R. 602.26(f)(2)—MSCHE must demonstrate that it has a policy specific to 34 

C.F.R. 602.26(f)(2) relating to the decision by an accredited or preaccredited institution 

or program to voluntarily withdrawal from accreditation or preaccreditation, or let its 

accreditation or preaccreditation lapse.  

 

Department staff also recommended approving the change in scope. NACIQI affirmed the staff 

recommendation in the final Staff Report. 

 

Determination 

Based on the reasons in the final Staff Report and the record before me, I concur with the 

Department staff and NACIQI’s recommended finding of noncompliance identified above, and, 

accordingly, under 34 C.F.R. 602.36(e)(3), I find that MSCHE must come into full compliance 

with the criteria above within 12 months, and submit a compliance report to Department staff 

under 34 C.F.R. 602.32 no more than 30 days thereafter. The agency’s current recognition status 

remains in effect during the compliance process. I also approve the agency’s requested change in 

scope, effective immediately. 
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I trust that MSCHE will be able to come into full compliance with the criterion cited above by 

the deadline, and document compliance in its compliance report within 30 days thereafter. 

Failure to come into full compliance with all identified criteria within the 12-month period would 

trigger a requirement to limit, suspend, or terminate recognition, per the requirements of section 

496(l) of the Higher Education Act of 1965. 

Scope of Recognition: The accreditation and preaccreditation ("Candidacy status") of 

institutions of higher education including distance, correspondence education programs and 

direct assessment programs offered at those institutions. Recognition extends to the Executive 

Committee to act on behalf of the Commission as necessary on cases of initial, reaffirmed, and 

continued candidacy or initial, reaffirmed and continued accreditation. Geographic Area of 

Accrediting Activities: The United States. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jordan Matsudaira 

Deputy Under Secretary 

 

 

cc:  Dr. Katherine Conway-Turner, Vice-Chair 

Dr. Heather Perfetti, President 

Dr. Idna Corbett, Senior Vice President for Accreditation Relations 
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